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RESPONSE 



In response to the action mailed 9 May 2002, please amend the application as 
follows: 

In the specification : - 

Please replace the paragraph beginning at page 2, line 9 with the following 
rewritten paragraph: 



Figure 1 shows a prior art optical isolator as described in U.S. Patent No. 
4,548,478 and assigned to Fujitsu Limited of Kawasaki of Japan. The optical isolator 
100 of FIG. 1 includes an optical fiber 102 from which an incident light beam 104 is 
launched into a first lens 106. Two birefringent plates 108 and 1 12 are placed on either 
side of a 45° Faraday rotator 110 within the path of the light beam 104. When light 
passes through the birefiingent plate 108 in a forward direction (left to right), the angle of 
refi-action of an ordinary-ray (o-ray) 1 14 and an extraordinary-ray (e-ray) 1 16 are 
different, so that a polarization separation is realized, the o- and e-rays are then directed 
into the Faraday rotator 1 10, where their planes of polarization are rotated 45°. The o- 
and e-rays are then directed into birefringent plate 1 12, which is configured to transmit 
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